Community Outreach and Partnerships Metric: Reporting Framework

Strategic Plan Metric Name and Definition

Name: Community Outreach and Partnerships metric

Definition: “Percentage of Nebraska counties and legislative districts participating in NU community engagement activities that share knowledge and resources, aspiring to co-create reciprocal and mutually beneficial relationships between the university and these communities’ public and private entities”

Data Requirements

Revised 3/24/2026

To calculate a baseline and one-year growth, we will need data for both FY/AY 2025 and 2026 by the end of July 2026 at the latest. Ideally, we would like to receive a provisional dataset sometime in June so we can be proactive in addressing any potential issues.

For this first cycle, please ensure your dataset includes the following:
· Fiscal year
· Engagement Title
· College or Equivalent Unit
· Street Address
· ZIP Code
· Number reached (optional)
· Framework Category (optional)
· Framework Subcategory (optional)
· Curricular or co-curricular

Looking ahead to 2027
We will be required to report this data to the department or its equivalent unit. Additionally, we should consider identifying the individuals responsible for each engagement, potentially using a unique identifier such as a personnel number or NUID.	Comment by Jentry Barrett: One of the sticky parts we will need to consider is how many people we document for each project. Some projects have 10+ people, and I'm nervous that if I miss someone, if there will be negative consequenses for that person. 
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Academic Engagement & Experiential Learning
Brief description: Activities involving students applying learning in community settings.
Detailed description: Field-based professional preparation and applied classroom learning where students collaborate directly with community partners to address real-world issues.
Examples: Service-learning courses, internships/externships, clinical practicums, student teaching placements, capstone class projects with community partners, dual-credit partnerships, industry-sponsored student projects, field study or practica, etc.

Scholarship & Research
Brief description: Activities focused on collaborative knowledge generation.
Detailed description: Faculty and student research or creative work that aspires to be co-created with community organizations, schools, nonprofits, or industry partners, rather than conducted on them, to promote the public good.
Examples: Community-based participatory research, undergraduate research programs (e.g., UCARE, FYRE), specialized service contracts, research conducted with community partners, etc.

Targeted Outreach and Extension 
Brief description: Activities focused on structured educational partnerships services provided, and knowledge transfer.
Detailed description: Formal university-led programs, workshops, and certifications delivered to community audiences in an effort to solve problems, enhance skills, or promote economic/community development.
Examples: Nebraska Extension programming (ag/food systems, 4-H, nutrition), Nebraska Safety Center training, community workshops, small business/entrepreneurship support, K–12 collaborations, summer camps, projects that bring non-NU individuals to campus for learning experiences, lectures, university-hosted events for the public, employer partnerships, community leadership development programs, consulting for community organizations, community-based economic development/planning partnerships, community planning, healthcare outreach, etc.	Comment by Kathleen Lodl: Nebraska Extension is the official title.

Public Service
Brief description: Activities focused on direct community support and advocacy.
Detailed description: Direct services and advocacy efforts that leverage university expertise to meet community-identified social, health, economic, and civic needs, often through long-term partnerships or volunteerism.
Examples: public health advocacy, student/faculty/staff volunteerism, board service for nonprofits, etc.
